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Today was the day we re-potted 
our amazing ginger plant. This 
has grown from two small  
pieces of root ginger that we 
would normally grate and use 
in teas or curries. I looked back 
through these newsletter and 
saw that on March 21st this 
year we were proud of the two 
little shoots that had emerged.  
There are 7 shoots now and the 
time was right to move it into a 
long trough planter. Ginger 

grows from a rhizome and extends horizontally rather than 
vertically, so this is the right shape to  
encourage good development. If all goes well it will be two 
years before we see any red 
flowers. It has reminded me 
of Zechariah saying ‘do not 
despise the day of small 
things.’ Like the mustard seed 
in today’s Gospel reading, 
don’t despise the small things 
of prayer, by means of which 
God changes people’s hearts, 
and don’t despise the small 
things of service in the local 
church, by which God is  
glorified and people are  
encouraged. 
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THE BENEFICE OF WESTFIELD AND GUESTLING 
A letter from Rev Joy    13 June 2021 

Clem and I took the dogs out on Monday in the early evening 
It had been a hot day but, as we walked towards the Torfield 
allotments, the sea mist started rolling in up the Bourne  
Valley.  Clem took a photo 
on her phone and  you can 
see it beginning to obscure 
the tower of All Saints 
Church. There is something 
about mist or fog in the 
landscape that adds a qual-
ity of timelessness to the 
view.  There are some good  
aerial photographs of the 
mist on the Hastings  
Observer web-site.  Sue 
Howard has also been sent 
some aerial shots of 
Westfield Church (without 
mist!) which we  would like 
to put to good use for the church’s benefit. 
We finally managed to get our summer clothes out of  
storage and put them away so you can blame us for the  
colder temperatures this end of the week. Some times you 
just can’t win! 
The roses in the garden are doing well. We’ve had 3 blooms 
on the lovely white Desdemona with at least 3 more to 
come. The ones by the church path are magnificent and the 
fragrance is delightful. Our faithful Albertine has rewarded us 
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with about 30 or so buds which is fantastic after the trauma 
of losing the hedge earlier in the year.   
Kathy D has asked me to remind you that FSW donations 
are due in church on 20th and to her house by 22nd. Clem 
has just made me smile with this message on her phone: 
Always be kind. You never know who might own a boat!  
This comes with my love and prayers for you all, Joy  

Westfield Church Services   

Sunday 13th June Trinity 2 
    8.30am     BCP Communion 
    10am     Morning Praise 
Monday 14th June 11am     Burial of Ashes 
Wednesday  16th  June  St Richard, Bishop of Chichester 
    9.30am    Holy Communion 
    10am-11      Private Prayer 
Sunday 20th June Trinity 3 
    8.30am     BCP Communion 
    10am     Morning Praise 
Note: we will celebrate our Patronal Festival on Sunday 
27th June with Holy Communion 

Guestling Church Services 
Sunday  13th June         Trinity 2 
   11am  Holy Communion 
Sunday   20th June  Trinity 3 
   11am  Holy Communion 
Saturday  26th June 
   3pm   Baptism 
Sunday  27th June  on-line service only 
Note: Guestling’s service in church is on the third Sunday  of 
June rather than the 4th this month 
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In January 2022 the 
Living Faith course will 
begin again at 5  
venues around the  
diocese and online for 
those who cannot 
attend a venue. 

Living Faith is for lay 
Christians to find and develop their gifts and explore what 
discipleship and calling means for them. It is also part-one 
of the Authorised Lay Ministry training programme and can-
didates who wish to train as ALM’s need first to complete 
Living Faith. 

Applications to Living Faith need to be made by 3rd  
December 2021 via Eventbrite at  
Living Faith - Diocese of Chichester (anglican.org)   
where you can also find full details of the course.’ 
(Control and click to make link work) 
 
For those who have already completed the Living Faith 
course: 
From September 2021 there will be 5 ministry electives  
running as part of the Authorized Lay Ministry (ALM)  train-
ing programme. Training will be offered in Pastoral care, 
Children, Youth and family, Mission, Chaplaincy, and Wor-
ship and liturgy. Full details of the programme can be found 
in the course prospectus here together with application  
paperwork. The closing date for applications is 27th August 
2021.  

https://anglican.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a86e90c11bd11bb3e7fe22e6&id=5d36595885&e=e8500614f9
https://anglican.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a86e90c11bd11bb3e7fe22e6&id=41414ff966&e=e8500614f9
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Contact information 
Rev Joy Collins, Priest in Charge of Westfield and Guestling 
Email:  revjoycollins@gmail.com 
Phone:   07437 797553   or 01424 447643 
By post: 23 Croft Road, Hastings TN34 3HP 

WESTFIELD CHURCHYARD NEWS  
  

Sue confirms that Matt  
Williams took down the 
dead yew tree trunk that 
had been set fire to a  
couple of weeks ago.  It is  
now safe to park on that 
side of the lane when 
necessary. 
In the  midst of the post  
No Mow May  tidy up Sue  
writes 
We went up this afternoon 
 to cut the other side. Half 
 way through I spotted an  
Orchid and I stopped. I  
almost cried with joy! I kid you not. So there is a pretty patch 
in the middle with Ox-eye daisies, Hawkbit, Bird's foot trefoil. 
…...and the Orchid. We're back there tomorrow to do things 
so I'll try to decide which kind of Orchid it is. It's leaves are 
spotted but the flowers are only just opening so it was  
difficult to decide. It may mean lying down!  
 

STOP PRESS: It’s a Common Spotted Orchid (to be confirmed) 
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Second Sunday after Trinity June 13th 2021 
Collect 

Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 

send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts  
that most excellent gift of love, 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives  
is counted dead before you. 

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
Westfield  and Guestling Lectionary Readings 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17  Mark 4:26-34 
BCP Readings:  for Second Sunday after Trinity  
1 John 3:13-24  Luke 14:16-24 
Due to technical issues there will be an absence of on-line 
services for Westfield until further notice. 
Guestling’s on-line services will continue for the weeks in 
between Communion services in Church 
 https://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-services-for-
guestling-church/ 

Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 

deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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 June 9th was Saint Columba’s 
Day and we marked it at our 
Wednesday service of Holy 
Communion. In Malcolm Guite’s 
blog he writes of a long walk 
around Ireland. “One evening, 
St. John’s Eve it was, right at the 
end of my journey, I came round 
a headland at sunset into a 
beautiful little bay and inlet on 
the west coast in Donegal, just 

as the fires were being lit around the headlands for St. 
John’s Eve, and there was drinking and fiddle playing and 
dancing round the fires that evening. And I asked where I 
was, and they said Glencolmcille, and I felt a sudden quick-
ening and sense of connection, as though a memory stirred. 
And they asked me my name and I said ‘Malcolm’, and they 
said, ‘Ah that is why you have come, because he has called 
you’, and I said ‘who?’ and they said ‘Colm has called you, 
Malcolm, for this is the place he fought his battle and gath-
ered his disciples and from here he left for the white mar-
tyrdom and Scotland. And they told me the story of St. Co-
lumba, and the battle he had fought, of his repentance, his 
self-imposed exile, his journey with twelve disciples from 
this glen to Scotland where he founded the abbey of Iona 
from whence Scotland and much of the north of England 
was converted. ‘Of course he is calling you here’, they said, 
‘for your name, in Gaelic means’ servant of Colm’, which is 
Columba. And as they spoke I remembered at last, right 
back into my childhood, how I had been told stories about  
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this saint, and how I was named for him, and how my 
grandmother had published poems about him and sung her 
lullaby for the infant Columba over me as a child. I wan-
dered down to the shore whence he had set sail and felt 
how thin the veil was, how something of heaven, whatever 
heaven might be, seemed to glimmer through the sky and 
the sea itself in this place. ..” 
This is Malcolm Guite’s poem which is in his collection The 
Singing Bowl published by the Canterbury Press. 
 

Columba 
 You called me and I came to Colmcille 

To learn at last the meaning of my name 
Though you yourself were called, and not the caller, 
He called through you and when He called I came. 

Came to the edge at last, in Donegal, 
Where bonfires burned and music lit the flame 

As from the shore I glimpsed that ragged sail 
The Spirit filled to drive you from your  home, 

A fierce dove racing in a fiercer gale, 
A swift wing flashing between sea and sky. 

And with that glimpse I knew that I  would fly 
And find you out and serve you for a season, 

My heaven hidden like your native isle, 
Though somehow glimmering on each horizon. 

 
 
 
 
 

Iona  Abbey  


